Austro-SerUan Antagonism
despised, and persecuted, and from the external point
of view, the example of Germany and Italy aroused fears
lest a united Jugoslav State should be formed around
the Serbian nucleus, to the detriment of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy, thus forming an obstacle to that
Monarchy's aspirations in the region of the Lower
Danube and towards Salonika.
For a quarter of a century after the Treaty of Berlin
Austria managed to keep Serbia in a condition of tutelage
through the medium of her Sovereign, who was entirely
tinder Austrian influence. But in 1903 a national reaction
led to a bloody dynastic upheaval; and the reigning family
of Obrenovitch was replaced by that of Karageorgevitch.
Henceforth the Dual Monarchy was to take advantage of
*very occasion which seemed propitious to adopt a more
ind more aggressive attitude and to thwart the realiza-
ion of Jugoslavian aspirations.
The Annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina
Her first opportunity was provided by the Turkish crisis
>f 1908, which occurred on the morrow of the Russo-
Japanese war. Russia had emerged from it weakened
ind in no position to take strong measures abroad^ and
Austria decided to transform her provisional occupation
>f Bosnia-Herzegovina into definite annexation.
She succeeded in doing so without having to resort to
brce. It sufficed for the Emperor Francis Joseph to issue
i proclamation, in time of peace, to the effect that he
ras fulfilling the desires of the populations under Austrian
occupation by placing them under the effective sovereignty
f his Crown, Goaded to wrath by this violation of the
Treaty of Berlin, Serbia proposed to offer active resis-